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House Bill 5122 may be both premature and not needed, although it’s aiming in the right direction of
personal responsibility of people who plant trees and plants.

There are already state laws on the books that define the responsibility and liability of property owners.
For example, if an improperly maintained tree crashes across a property line and smashes the neighbor’s car, the
tree owner is obviously responsible and liable for the damages. The exact same laws apply to a situation where a
neighbor’s bamboo has crossed the property line into the neighbor’s yard. This is a civil matter between property
owners.

Our green industry has embarked on a campaign to educate both our tradespeople and the public about
the responsible planting of bamboo. We are providing informational materials and plant tags that show how
varieties of running bamboo should be contained with an easy-to-install physical barrier that would prevent the
plant’s rhizomes from spreading (copy attached). When bamboo is contained, it is not a problem.

So, section one of the bill is already covered under existing law. Section 2 of the bill is already being done
by our industry.

Further, the bill refers to just one type of bamboo. The genus Bamboo has hundreds of species and many
more hundreds of cultivars, each of which falls into one of two categories, running bamboos and clumping
bamboos. Clumping plants will not spread like the running types do. Bamboo does not fit the state definition of
an invasive plant. Several Bamboo species are quite difficult to identify and as to the exact species or cultivar.

Even the Connecticut Invasive Plants Council, with all its expertise and experience, has not conclusively identified
the species in several cases.

Passing this bill would be overkill; all in reaction to a couple of isolated cases throughout the entire state
where bamboo was improperly planted and not maintained correctly. With public and industry education, future
incidents should be minimized or even avoided completely.
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